
1. The bay of Preluk
For centuries this area was dotted with wooden  
tuna lookouts reached by ladders, while fishing  
nets were left to dry along the shore like giant 
spiders‘ webs. The deserted quarry here once sup-
plied material for the construction of Rijeka‘s Korzo 
promenade. Today this bay is a particular favourite 
among sailors and windsurfers who make full use  
of the ideal winds that blow here, especially the  
nightly Tramontana in autumn.

2. Villa Minach
In this house the Hungarian count Gyula Andrássy 
spent the last days of his life as a political rebel  
and advocate for t he Dual Monarchy. It was rumou-
red that empress Elisabeth paid him three unofficial 
visits here – were the two of them really lovers?

3. Volosko
In the 18th century this tranquil fishing village used 
to be an important centre of shipping (1884 Rijeka – 
Volosko – Opatija steamship line), shipbuilding and 
trade, but later it lost out to Rijeka and Opatija.

4. House no. 69
Around 1911 this was the diet sanatorium Gámán; 
the narrow property on the right housed a »buffet 
restaurant for hot and cold dishes«.

5. Littrow monument
The sea cartographer, lyricist, dramatist and captain 
Heinrich von Littrow spread news about the qualities 
of the Opatija Riviera in countless publications, 
created a valuable relief of the Adriatic, was an Aus-
trian Lloyd‘s seaman, founder of the Opatija Yacht 
Club and lived in the town until his death. In 2006 
the Holleis family donated this plaque to replace the 
bust destroyed during the war.

6. Villa Ransonnet alias Kremesek
The first owner, the biologist baron Eugen Ranson-
net–Villez invented a bell for underwater painting, 
discovered the Blue Cave on the island of Biševo in 
Dalmatia, and planted bamboo in the park between 

the villa  and the promenade. A later owner, consul 
Leo Kremesek, supposedly lost his private parts here 
in a fight with his maid because although he loved 
the lady, he did not want to marry her.

7. Hotel Belvedere
This was the location of the children‘s Szegõ 
sanatorium. But it is unlikely that the young patients 
enjoyed the library  of the sanatorium very much – 
daily press and novels were forbidden because such 
reading supposedly encouraged early maturity and 
unwanted expressions of opinion.

8. Villa Rosalia
This is where the Czech violinist Jan Kubelik used to 
live, a man whose genius was sometimes compared 
to Paganini‘s. Kubelik had soundproof insulation 
installed in the house so he could play music at the 
same time as his children.

9. Hotel Miramar alias Villa Neptun
Build in the years before 1890 for a certain  
Mr. Meyne from Burgenland and later owned by the 
countess Laura Henckel–Donnersmark, this villa  
gained more and more similarities with Archduke 
Ferdinand Max‘s dream palace of Miramar in Trieste. 
It became a favourite destination of many prominent 
guests who wanted to stay in a central location, yet 
away from the crowd. Vladimir Nabokov spent a  
summer of his childhood here, and Ludwig Salvator, 
Archduke of Tuscany, paid several visits here too.

10. Villa Ambasador
Once the »New Sanatorium Schalk« was founded 
here by Franz Schalk from Styria. At a later date the 
sanatorium was named Lakatōs.

11. Monument to Henryk Scienkiewicz 
During a cure in Opatija, this Polish writer wrote  
the short story »Bullfight« (which was the basis for 
the roman »Quo Vadis«). He also began his novel 
»Mr. Wolodyjowski«. In 1905 he won the Nobel Prize 
for literature.

Join us on a journey through time

Franz Josef Promenade

Walking map 
with some history and stories of the idyllic seafront promenade 

dating back to the era of Emperor Franz Joseph 

Inside: map of the 10-kilometre-seafront promenade. Volosko – Opatija – Ičići – Ika – Lovran 

28. Hotel Mozart
In 1894, master builder Giovanni Skerla built a house 
to the sisters Franziska and Antonia, which looked 
exactly like their brother‘s neighboring Villa Opatija. 
Today this is hard to believe. Several changes of 
ownership also changed the architecture. Since 1994 
the building is functioning as Hotel Mozart.

29. Hotel Palace 
Built from 1906 – 1908 in the Neo-Baroque and Art 
Nouveau style, this hotel accommodated, among 
others, the heir to the throne Franz Ferdinand and 
Emperor Franz Joseph‘s granddaughter. A corridor 
connects it to the neighbouring Hotel Bellevue (1891).

30. Villa Madonna and Hotel Kristal
Since 2002, this inspiring property full of stories and 
anecdotes has hosted the »Casino Admiral Opatija«. 
There are rumours that the Villa (built in 1891) once 
was a secret meeting place of the Emperor Franz  
Joseph and the actress Katharina Schratt. Stylish 
rooms preserved their fashionable air up to the 
presence. The neighbouring Hotel Kristal was for some 
time owned by the great Austrian actress Tilla Durieux.

31. Villa Glax
This is where the Viennese doctor and balneologist 
Julius Glax used to live, now regarded as the most 
significant inhabitant of Opatija and father of the 
area`s health tourism. He was the first director of the 
Health Commission and remained devoted to Opatija 
until his death in 1922.

32. Villa Ariston also known as Villa Haas
Julius Glax´s daughter had this villa constructed 
around 1908. During Opatija`s Italian era, Prince 
Andrea Boncompagni had the villa equipped with a 
modern ventilation system and central heating.

33. The devils well
During storms, dreadful sounds come through this 
rock cleft right at the point where the promenade is  
at its highest above sea-level.

34. Villa Münz 
This attractive Jugendstil villa was built by the Austri-
an architect Ludwig Münz in 1903. Münz also brought  
the first tram to Opatija.

35. Ičići
As tiny as this holiday resort may seem today, it was 
an important harbour for loading wood for the village 
of Veprinac in the middle Ages. Later a large Jesuit 
property and a baroque monastery were built here. 

36. Ika
The middle of the 19th. century was the end of Ika as 
an important shipyard. In response, Friedrich Schüler 
had vine, fruit and vegetables cultivated here in order 
to supply the first two hotels in Opatija.

37. Tornado Blue
The tourist boat Tornado Blue, anchoring in the har-
bour of Ika, is the oldest ship still in use of the Kvarner 
Riviera. She was first launched at Klimno (island of 
Krk) in 1899 under the name „Jesus und Maria“ as 
a sailing boat to carry goods, later transformed to a 
fishing boat. After a thorough repair she is in constant 
use to show around the guests of the individual agen-
cy  “Riviera Secrets“.

38. Villa Frappart
The personal style of the Austrian architect Karl Seidl 
dominates local architecture. The Frappart is regarded 
the most beautiful noble residence on the Opatija 
Riviera. It was ordered in 1900 by Michael Ruault–
Frappart whose father became famous as a dancer, 
mimic and choreographer at the Vienna State Opera. 
The neighbouring villas of Santa Maria and Magnolia 
are also his work.

39. Villa Astra also known as Villa Guerra
Nicolo Guerra ordered this villa in the style of the  
Venetian Flower Gothic at a time when hardly any Ita-
lian lived on the Austro-Hungarian Riviera. A possible 
reason: his wife Camilla was a dancer at the Vienna 
Opera. Today this villa is an exquisite minihotel.

40. Lovran
The port town of Lovran (lauriana – laurel) is one of 
the oldest settlements on the Opatija Riviera. It dates 
back to the 7th century and  boasts numerous historic 
villas, parks and an interesting old town. Lovran and 
its hinterland are the venue for interesting gastronomic 
events: »Days of Cherries« in June and »Marunada«  
in the autumn, a festival of the sweet local chestnuts. 

More than a hundred years ago, the Opatija Riviera was regarded one of the 
most attractive destinations of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, enticing many 
crowned heads, noblemen, members of the upper middle class and artists to 

the Adriatic. The fashinable seaside town of Opatija was officially proclaimed a health 
resort in 1889. Noted doctors used to praise the avantages of the local climate. Sana-
toriums, swimming baths and hotels sprang up like mushrooms.

Many properties from that period have been preserved up to the present day. The coastal 
promenade, built between 1889 and 1911, runs past many of them and was named in 
1996 after the Austrian emperor Franz Joseph as a tribute to that era. This 10-kilometre 
seafront connects the settlements of Volosko, Opatija, Ičići, Ika and Lovran. Here you 
can enjoy taking a walk with no particular destination in mind, because amenities are 
all around you. We wish you a pleasant stroll!

This map of the promenade primarily tells stories and anecdotes tells stories and anecdotes from 
the persective of the people who built it. Of course, long after its early years and heyday in the 
Austro – Hungarian era, people continued to live and love here. But that is another story (...).

Tourism Office Opatija, HR-51410 Opatija, V. Nazora 3
T. +385 (51) 271 710, F. +385 (51) 271 699, info@visitopatija.com, www.visitOpatija.com

Tourist information center, HR-51410 Opatija, M.Tita 128
T. +385 (51) 271 310, F. +385 (51) 712 290, tic@visitopatija.com
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12. Ronjgov bust
Living on the edge of poverty, music teacher and
composer Ivan Matetić Ronjgov dedicated his life to the 
musical heritage of Istria and Kvarner.

13. Opatija‘s Lido
In this location reclaimed from the sea, it was once
planned to build a huge health palace with ballrooms,
concert halls, artificial wave pools, cafés and shops,
but this megaproject failed due to World War One.
Today you find here an Open Air Theatre that hosts nu-
merous film shows, concerts and other cultural events
every summer, in winter there is an ice skating rink.

14. Schüler bust
The bust of Friedrich Schüler was put up to the  
memory of this Austrian railway expert, pioneer of 
tourism and general director of the Austrian Southern 
Railway who played a decisive role in promoting, 
financing and creating the Austrian Riviera from  
1882. Without him, a lot of things in Opatija would  
be completely different today.

15. Villa Angiolina
The cradle of Opatija‘s tourism. It all began in 1844 
when a merchant from Rijeka, Iginio Scarpa, bought 

this peninsula in 1844 at a very low price, turned a 
humble house into a splendid villa, named it after his 
late wife and began inviting his noted friends to visit 
him. This resulted in ever more prominent personalities 
visiting Opatija, like the Austrian empress Maria Anna 
(1860). After that the plot was sold in 1911 to the 
Health Commission for as much as 2,5 million gulden. 
Today the villa hosts the Croatian museum of tourism. 

16. Angiolina Park
Since 1885 over 150 species of plants from all over the 
world have successfully put down roots here: sequoias, 
lemon trees, the Caucasian fir, the Spanish box tree, 
bougainvillea, Japanese bananas and black bamboo. 
It is said that the camellia, today the symbol of Opati-
ja, was first smuggled from the Philippines to Europe 
by a Jesuit monk named Camelus.

17. Schweizerhaus / Swiss house
The building at Park Angiolina was registered in 1875, 
when Paulo Scarpa sold it to Count Viktor Chorinsky.
1884 it was renovated from the Austrian Southern 
Railway, expanded and named »Schweizerhaus«. Later 
it has served as a gardener‘s house and now it houses 
the »Museum of the history of Opatija«.

18. Villa Amalia
Constructed in 1890 as an annexe to the Hotel
Quarnero for the »wealthy clientele«, which included
the German imperial family and the famous American
dancer Isadora Duncan. Duncan was here inspired
by the fluttering palm tree to create her own dance
movements (you find a sculpture outside the building,
a work of Opatija‘s sculptress Tatjana Kostanjević).
Adolf von Nassau pursued a very special tradition
here: since his doctors allowed him only one cigar a
day, he would puff away on a »specially designed«
cigar of half a metre on his daily walk.

19. Seaside resort »Angiolinabad«
The Angiolinabad used to be one of the most popular 
swimming baths in Abbazia / Opatija. The first swim-
ming tourists used to enter the sea fully dressed and 
would sometimes tie themselves to one of the posts so 
as not to drown. In 1989, the pretty wooden Jugendstil 
bathhouse burned completely and the place remained 
empty for decades. In 2017, a new building with a 
modern interior was built, based on the original plans 
of the bathhouse. With a nice little beach, a coffee bar,
a dance hall and a beautiful view.

20. Hotel Kvarner
Probably the oldest hotel on the eastern Adriatic coast 
(built in 1884) and the first luxury destination in Opati-
ja. Originally it was a lung disease sanatorium for the 
nobility and prominent persons, but after the thermal 
baths were destroyed in a fire, the Crystal Hall was 
built instead, a magnificent ballroom and concert hall. 

21. Billroth relief
The internationally renowned surgeon Theodor Billroth
praised the advantages of the health resort in letters
to the colleagues and his dissertation like no-one else.
On one of his frequent visitis to Opatija he died here
in 1894. The inscription on the plaque reads: »Great
surgeon, friend of Opatija«.

22. Church of St. James
The monastery built around 1420 by the order of the
Benedictines is the origin of the town to which it gave
its name (Opatija means abbey in Croatian). Being
the only building on a large piece of land for quite a
long time, it was reconstructed so many times that
today only little remains of its original appearance.
A tiny niche in the interior hosts a replica of a Pieta
by the famous Coatian sculptor Ivan Meštrović.

23. Madonna del Mare
The original of this gilded replica was located
where today the famous statue of the »Girl with the
seagull« stands and should watch over the souls of
count Kesselstatt and countess Fries, who drowned
near here in 1891. The sea, however, was destructive
to the valuable Madonnina, so it was taken to Villa
Angiolina, where it is still admirable today. The
statue was designed by the sculptor Hans Rathausky
from Graz, who also created the fountain »Helios and
Selene« in the park of St. Jacob‘s church and the
bust of Theodor Billroth in the Angiolina Park.

24. Juraj Šporer arts pavillon
Today an exhibition space, it used to be the famous
Café Glacier which had fresh cakes delivered by
express train every morning from Vienna and Buda-
pest. Until 1885 there was a cemetery here.
A local story goes how two servants oft he owner of
the swimming baths, Pasquale Jačić, on the night
of the 17th of June 1881 dug up the body of Ivan
Varljen, drove a hawthorn stake through its heart,
cut through the hollow of its knees and put the
corpse back in the tomb because the recently decea-
sed man was supposedly a vampire or werewolf.

25. Hotel Milenij
The historical complex of the hotel bore several
names in the past: Hasslinger, Al Mare, Hausner,
Park, Jadran and Millennium. The Café Wagner on
the ground floor has been very popular ever since
it was first opened in 1898. The large terrace
offers a splendid sea view.

26. The girl with the seagull
In 1956 this new landmark of the city replaced the
»Madonna del Mare« (23). At storm it seems as if
a nymph emerges from the sea, which is why locals
call the beautiful girl »nymphs«. The sculptor Zvon-
ko Car never wanted to tell the identity of his »virgin
with the seagull«, but 55 years after the inaugura-
tion of the  statue, Jelena Jendrašić from Crikvenica
confessed to having stood a model for the statue.

27. Hotel Imperial o Principessa Stefanie
Built in 1885 as the second hotel in Opatija and
named after crown princess Stefanie »Hotel
Kronprinzessin Stephanie«, this hotel offered all the
luxury of the era: medical baths, health treatments
and a large aquarium. James Joyce appreciated it
very much.

Places of interest in the centre Center of Opatija
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The past of the Opatija Riviera is exciting. Our plan can only be a selection  
of some historical buildings and sites. There is much more to discover.
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A bus line along the parallel main road leads tired strollers comfortably 
over individual stages or the total distance.


